
Saanich Sommeliers 
Regular Monthly Club Meeting 

Minutes of Tuesday, November 13th, 2018  
 

Call to Order at 7:35 pm by Mike McInnis at the home of John & Jackie Wrinch, 5271 Old W Saanich Road 
Victoria, BC.   A quorum was declared with 18 member households represented and 25 individuals in 
attendance.    We also welcomed two guests.   
 
Review of Minutes from September 11, 2018 meeting:  

MOTION: To accept the minutes September 11, 2018 meeting.   
Moved by Dawn Robson and seconded by Marg Best.  All voted in favor and carried.  

 
President:  Mike McInnis 

- Welcome to Derek Hamlet, from the Nanaimo club, who was attending his second meeting and Helen, 
Don Best’s sister. 

- Presentation of name badge to Sheridan Scott.  (Badges are being crafted by Leanna Rathkelly) 
 
Correspondence: 

 There will be communication coming about the subscriptions for the Winemaker Magazine.  We are 
confirming pricing. 
 

Reports:  

 Treasurer (Leanna Rathkelly) 
o This has been a very busy period. 
o The club purchased over 9,800 pounds of grapes and all orders have been paid.  Due to the 

running balance of the club account, we will get a bigger deposit from winemakers next year so 
that we can pay the winegrower in a timely fashion.   

o We have $5,951 in the bank account. 
o The Food and Wine Workshop was within budget. 

 

 BCAWA  (Colin Nicholson)  
o There will be a new class in the Provincial Competition.  Class E4 will be used to judge the 

BCAWA “Zinfindel” Club Crush 
o The 2019 Club Crush will be a Syrah.  Colin mentioned again that our club was unhappy that 

Island winemakers had to absorb additional costs for shipping. 
o Please check out all the changes to the BCAWA Competition Handbook on the website.   This is 

on the BCAWA main page under:  2018 Events: 14 October – BCAWA General Meeting:  You will 
find the Draft 2018 BCAWA Competition Handbook and then another document highlighting the 
changes from the current version. 
 

 Competition Coordinator (Murray Bierd - absent) 
o Vinovan Competition is this weekend.   Nov 17th 

 

 Vice-President  (Sheridan Scott) 
o Today’s Quick Fix is: What to focus on and monitor for tasting while storing wine 
o Today’s Educational session is: Procedures for identifying and correcting faults.  Thanks to Jack 

Miller for coordinating this session. 
o This is the last session for 2018.  Thanks to all committee members who participated with their 

ideas and coordination – Lynne Elliott, Barry Edmonson, Udo Kenklies and Jack Miller. 



 

 Communications Officer (Ken Stepushyn):  
o The presentation that Sandy Kirk made in September has been posted on the website under 

Winemaking, Lab Techniques 
o In the Members Forum, there is a page called Grapes, 2018.  Please post your numbers and 

other relevant information from your winemaking as this will be beneficial for everyone. 
 

 Grape Coordinator (Ron Ramsdale):    
o The trip to Washington to pick up grapes went well and Doug Bright was co-pilot for the 

venture.   All of the grapes have been purchased. 
 

 Wine Steward (Tom Sibbald)  
o The draw wine for this month is: Valenciso Reserva, Rioja, 2010 – Cost is: $43.79 

 
Old Business 

o The seminar on “The Principles of Food and Wine Pairing” was a great success and 23 people 
participated in this full day session.  A transcript of the information and handouts provided will be 
posted on the website. 

 
New Business 

 There will be a workshop on Lab Analysis which will take place on Saturday, Nov 23rd at Starling Lane.  
This will be a full day event (9am – 4pm) and people are requested to bring their own lunch.  Ken S. will 
be coordinating the event, with presentations by Sandy Kirk, John Wrinch, Ron Ramsdale and Darryl 
Hoeppner.  There is a $10 fee to participate.  Please bring your own PH meter and hydrometer.    Further 
details will be sent out. 

 The Saanich Sommeliers Wine Competition will take place on Saturday, January 19th at St. Dunstan’s 
Church.  This is a great event and the main fundraiser for the club.   We will be looking for participation 
and contributions from all members.  Sharon will be Chief Steward and Lynne has agreed to coordinate 
food for the judges.  Other volunteers will be required (Wine Stewards, set up, tear down, etc.)  All 
members should also bring food items for the tables. 

o Last year we had a record number of attendees and ran the social event from 3pm – 6pm.  We 
will need to stagger distribution of both food and wine to ensure that there is enough available 
during the event.  We are planning to buy food to supplement the member contributions.  We 
should have a social coordinator to help with this. 

o There was discussion about raising the price of admission for non-members from $10 to $15.   
MOTION: To table the decision on the price of admission for the club executive.  Moved by Sandy 
K and seconded by Jack.  Passed. 

 Dawn will be coordinating the Silent Auction. 
o If you have any items that you would like to donate for the silent auction, please let Dawn know.  

They could also be brought to the next meeting at Goward House.  Items could include wine 
items, home made goods, award winning wines, gift certificates from businesses or special 
events that you would like to host. 

 The AGM will be taking place on Sunday, January 13th at Goward House.  This is a potluck event and 
more details will follow. 

 If anyone is interested in volunteering to sit on the club executive next year, please speak to either 
Lynne Elliott or Mike McInnis. 

 
Health and Welfare: 

 Nothing to report. 



 
General Comments/Discussion:  

 Bottle draw:  Won by Derek Hamlet 

 Mike thanked:  
o John and Jackie Wrinch for hosting the meeting.  
o Marg Best for supplying the great food assortment. 
o Those people putting on the education component of the meeting. 

 The next meeting is “Just Deserts” and will take place at Goward House on Tuesday, December 11th.  
This event is hosted by Rick and Mary Homer and is our Christmas celebration.  Please bring either a 
desert or savory in honor of the occasion.  Goward House is located at 2495 Arbutus Rd, Victoria, BC  
 

Adjournment:  

 Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.  

 


